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1. The following observations were made with troops sngaged in riVer-
crossing practices at the Havel River near HAVELBERG T 5%/Y 97):

25X1 . -
Enginesr boats on the Havel River laid smoke screens over
HAVELBERG and the area between there a-d JEDERITZ (M 53/Y 97)
between 10 end 11 a.m. <¥he smoke screen was so Gense 1t made
aircraft circling over HAVELBERG invisible. The constructiom
of a pontoon bridge was started at 1l a.m. Tank, armored re-
connaissance, antlalrcraft, ertillory and other motsorized units
agsemblaed on the HAVELBERG-JEDERITZ road. The construction aof

: the bridge was completed about 1 p.m., and the units assembled

25X1 on the southern bank of the Havsl River crossed the bridge without

incident, moving towards the "heinberge® east of HAVELBERG. |

25X1
| The bridge was disassombled by ebout 6 p.m., and the
25X1 - troops left the HAVELBERG ares |

25X1
25X1
25X1

25X1 2. | |large Soviet units practiced
crossing bf the Dosse Kiver nearNEUSTADT (N 53/Z 18) for two
days in late “eptember 1249, LIt was sald that large tank and
alr units participated in the exercises.

25X1 | |‘celephone lines were constructed in
the HAVELBERG area one week bsfore the & served axercise.
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Large~scale river-crossing practices were previously reported
to have been held by combined-arms units, including eneineer
units, in the HAVILBERG area#. Thess practices are believed
to have besn held in connection with the meneuvars conducted
by fhird Shoek Arophnits in the area south and east of WIT(EN-
BERJE 1in lste Septesber 1949 end early Ceotober 1949, lIndica-
tions are that these may have been the final fleld exercises
of the Third Shock Army. The reported motor vehlcle

{cbserved only with the ataff dirsecting the riverscrossings exer-
cise) indicazter that, besides Third Shock Arny units, couponent
unlts of the Second Gds Hevz Army may have participated in the
exercise (as obaservars or as simulatsé enemy¥).
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